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TO MISS SUSAN B.  SMITH1

January i, 1801.

. . , The other evening, Mrs., Miss Tingey and
the Capt, Dr. May, (our Physician, an amiable handsome
young man) Genl. Van Courtland2 and Mr. Holmes,8
sans ceremonie passed the evening with us, and were very
merry over the successive dishes of fine oysters, Capt. T.
sings a good song, his wife and daughters accompany
him. As not one of these folks were either scientific or
sentimental, these songs very agreeably supplied the place
of conversation. Our company all appeared to enjoy
themselves, and therefore I was quite content. Mrs. Tin-
gey and the girls are most truly friendly, they are con-
stantly urging our visiting them in a social way, and they
set us a good example by often visiting us. . , . Mrs.
Law has been absent for some time and I have only seen
her once, within 6 weeks; excepting the evening I passed
with her at the last assembly. Mrs. Law, Mrs. Tingey,
Mrs. Otis, Brown, and Bailey,4 from N. Y. and myself sat
together the whole evening; seated between Mrs. Brown
and Law, and occasionally talking to different gentlemen,
my time passed more agreeably, than if I had danced. I
could not help wishing for you, my dear Susan, to ac-
company me; I should have derived much pleasure from
seeing you in the dance; especially with such a partner,
as the beautiful, graceful and all accomplished Genl. Van
Courtland, who with his powdered wig, made a most
conspicuous figure in the room. The first time I observed
him was from Mrs. Law's pinching me and asking in a

1 Mr. Smith's younger sister.

2 Philip Van Cortlandt, of Cortlandt Manor, N. Y., a Representative.

8 David Holmes, a Representative from  Virginia;   afterwards Senator
from Mississippi.
4 Wife of Theodoras Bailey, of Dwtchess Co., a Representative.e mail on the safobath; he en-
